TAN TECK GUAN BUILDING,
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE, SINGAPORE.

Y K Lee

The Tan Teck Guan Building, College of Medicine,
Singapore, was officiaflly opened on 23rd June 1911 by
the Acting Governor, the Honourable Mr E. L. Brockman,
C.M.G. This ceremony was part of Singapore’s celebra-
tion for the coronation of King George V. Among those
present were Government officials, members of the Coun-
¢il of the Medical Scheol, the School staff, members of the
medical fraterity of Singapaore, well-wishers and students.
Mr Tan Jiak Kim and Mr Tan Chay Yan were not present
as they were both in Europe. After declaring the building
open, His Excellency presented diplomas and prizes to
new graduates and students.

When the College of Medicine (then known as the
Straits and Federated Malay States Government Medical
School) was founded in 1905, it was located in the old
Female Lunatic Asylum at Sepoy Lines. Four existing
buildings of the Lunatic Asylum were converted into a
rudimentary medical school. In 1807, a new lecture
theatre and a laboratory were added. There was no
proper reading room or library or place 1o put pathological
specimens.

In 1905, there were 17 medical students and 4 stu-
dents attending the hospital assistants course. In 1910,
there were 90 medical students and 30 trainee hospital
assistants.

By 1909, the existing buildings began to prove inade-
quate. In addition to the increased number of students,
many books and apparatus had been purchased and
more and more specimens had been collected in the tem-
porary museum (there were already more than 300
specimens). Plans were made for a new building to
provide, amongst other things, for a reading room, a
museum and a classroom. But there were no funds!

At the beginning of 1910, Mr Tan Jiak Kim undertook
fo raise $15,000 to defray the cost of such a building to
fulfill the wants of the Medical School. He went to Malac-
ca where he stayed a few days and returned with the
news that Mr Tan Chay Yan would donate the whole sum
himself and erect the building in memory of his late father,
Mr Tan Teck Guan.

The work was undertaken, Mr Draper being the Ar-
chitect, but the construction proceeded more slowly than
anticipated and was not complete at the end of 1910. The
building when completed contained a pathology museum,
a lecture room, a library and reading room, offices and
stores.

Architecturally, the building has been described thus:
"The Building has a Georgian facade with Neoclassic
details. The main enlrance is embeliished with an ornate
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archway supported by Doric columns, with lonic columns
on the upper level"”

The School Council erected a brass tablet in the build-
ing to the memory of the late Tan Teck Guan, Esq. (see
below}

THIS TABLET
IN MEMCRY GF THE LATE
TAN TECK GUAN ESQ
BCRN 5th JUNE 1844
DIED 22nd OCTOBER 1891
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
AND
MUNICIPAL COMMISSICNER
OF
THE TOWN AND FORT OF MALACCA
CHIEF OF THE TAN CLAN OF THE COLONY
AND
THE THIRD SON OF TAN TOGCK SENG WHO
FOUNDED
THE HOSPITAL FOR THE POCR
KNOWN BY HIS NAME
IN
SINGAPORE
IS ERECTED BY
THE COUNCIL OF THE MEDICAL SCHGOL
OF THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS AND
THE FEDERATED MALAY STATES
IN
COMMEMORATICN OF THE GIFT OF
$15,000
TO THE MEDICAL SCHGOL FUND
BY HIS ELDEST SON
TAN CHAY YAN ESQ
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE AND
MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER
MALACCA
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The Council also decided thal the names, in Chinese characters, of the otiginal subscribers to the Medical School
building fund (1904) together with an eulogy be inscribed in two stone 1ablets and incorporated in the walls of the build-
ing.

A transcript of the inscriptions is appended below. The transcript, however, is not in the original Chinese characlers

as carved in the stone tablets. Some of the Chinese characters are in the simplified form in use in Singapore at the
present time.

X W B % AT

MARIF AE, RRHAAZE, FEACLBELRIUNZ, BERALRE, A
Tl Lo #hog BBMREF Y. LA XA AR R, F4KHK, HEEMW
E, BR4m. FALX), AASETRE, ERAIFAZE, ABREZH. ARE
H) mAEMEE, BCiRKAE, Hdox, FERLSE, AEEFE-F, LE
BZREE., 2AATRAFMAL, ARZH, sHRELEZNE, $REEAS
%, LARBEFAZRY, mEMARGT R AR L. RXBEWEEG, K248,
B, REALER —ARELBAHETEWZEL, E6ESE, LOUZHAML
HAERZBEE R AHar, MEER, R LE, BSHIHETY, HiEETA4,
AFEREL, £XFETHE, AALKA9EAYF, mMAZNS, BHELE, 5
A WAL ESZR, FoMER, LIAT, BRAAEAZL, BUAEH
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Zahi, MR —DZBRFAAN, AELZH4AL, TRUAETKZBE, A& AR,
LEDEE, LEEREFL, AL, AEFE,

HH - T AT R FBELMNGE
FEEWBRBRARFLTINT A
WA B b R A RRE T A A
Fhit 3 KT 2 RIAW S BRI/

WA SRR
0 B AR A L

ik RS 8 E A R A A

AL H AR E A A

LERE P LTS PF AR RIEH L
FH 3 B BT ARIRAA A KRR A
3 AR AT A Bk R AR A
3 4oy B AR AA A S ATH A R ARG A8 1
A A RIS MR B IR A4 #% S B4R 18 1
CHOHE A B 2 AR AL BB S48 4R 4R 4R 46 L
50 5 ARARAAT A 7 i 4 AR ARAR A A
A Ap A 188 G AB AR AR AT A HAB B R RARAE
3 ULAE SRR AT AL AR 4R 44847
B A 5] 4RAR AT A 5 XK B ARARARAG T
LU E & B LT SRIIH AR EAF R 5 BRI AR
BT AR LR RRAMN L HABA BT

B Fa 5 IR AT AL
BR02 & 5 B4R AAT
2 ¥ 2 fE B R4k A AT AL

J 4t 7 it T A AAGIES T ik +FAKEFHRREE R
FHAmEEs il RS 2EMGEL L Bk AEN b
rFiefiamasil kIS AREL AR AR E4E

P IS WE E O W R SR R W EEA

Ay 8] EE AR RAT A
S AR 8} 5 4R & AR AT A

I A AN SRR A A
EHELEREH A

HITELF M EFTIRRAE AL

&R T R4k A4 A

PR By e AR & T 45 1R 4R ARG A

KRR BEBA
RALERLETBA
Bip £ Bk E48 0
K5 LB BeM M

B 5 ARAR B T RATE R4S R A LN
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A loosely rendered English translation is given below. An idiomatic translation would not have done justice to the eu-
logy in that it would not preserve the elegance of expression and the beauty of the Chinese language, especially the
classical style:

FIRST TABLET

‘Seven States Medical School Memorial Tablet. ('Seven States' refers to the 3 states of the Straits Settlements, namely,
Singapore, Penang and Malacca, and the 4 states of the Federated Malay States, namely, Perak, Selangor, Pahang and
Negri Sembilan).

In the realm of local government, reliance on the initiative of able civil servants (officials) together with the
wholehearted cooperation of public-spirited citizens ensure that the Government will be progressive and its endeavours
successful. The Governor of Singapore, Sir John Anderson, andthe Secretary for Chiness Affairs of the Seven States,
the Hon'ble Mr. W. D. Barnes, since their assumption of office, have enjoyed great prestige and earned the respect of the
common people. Policies, whether major or not, were always implemented benevolently for the benefit of all. What noble
acts these were? All the subject people sing praises about their thoughtfulness. Ameng their widely-acclaimed achieve-
ments, the most memorable was the founding of the medical school, 'the visible manifestation of an enlightened ad-
ministrationl,

Human beings cannot always be at ease and be without misery. When illness strikes, they rely solely and hopefully
on outstanding and competent doctors to transform danger into well- being. There are reputable experts who can do this
and eventually make a patient whole again. But there are others who are indifferent, inefficient and inexperienced, yet
they eagerly treat patients and they cause great harm.

Their Excellencies understood the intimate relationship between doctor and patient, and appreciated the need to
found a medical school to develop expertise to relieve human suffering. They helped in raising funds by appealing for
donations to this worthy cause (‘1o donate large sums is a public-spirited act’).

The School will engage eminent teachers for the sole purpose of teaching the students who will study until gradua-
tion. The pupils may excel the masters and be known as physicians who can heall And the people will be contident that
their lives will be in good hands. Is this insignificant?

The gentlemen of these States have become famous by spontaneously and generously contributing to this great
cause,

Because we admire their altruism, and also as an example to future generations, we specially record the very great
favours of Their Excellencies to the people, the noble deeds of good men, and the help of officials. In our determination

not to forget the donors, we also specially carve a stone tablet inscribing their names {fragrant names') and the amount
of their donations, for all to see.

SECOND TABLET

In 1904, when the Seven States Medical School was about to be founded, many of the ’geniry and merchants’ sub-
scribed to the building fund, their fragrant names’ are inscribed below {‘on the left’, because on the stone tablet, the
Chinese characters were inscribed from top down starting on the right side):

The Hon'ble Tan Jiak Kim $12,000.00
The Selangor General Farm, by Loke Yew, Esq. 9,000.00
Gan Ngoh Bee, Esa. 5,000.00
Messers Wee Bin & Co. 3,000.00
Wong Ah Fook, Esq. 3,000.00
Low Kim Pong, Esq. 3,000.00
Late Mr Tan Beng Gum, by his son Mr Tan Jiak Chuan 3,000.00
Late Mr Chia Ann Siang’s Estate 3,000.00
Yow Ngan Pan, Esq. 3,000.00
Seng Chin Ho Bee (Opium and Spirit Farm) 3,000.00
Wee Kay Siang, Esq. 3,000.00
Gambier and Pepper Society 3,000.00
Khoo Teck Siong, Esa., son of late Khoo Cheng Tiong, Esq. 3,000.00
E. Chin Seng, Esq. (of Saigon) 3,000.00
Khoo Hun Yeang, Esq 3,000.00
Khoo Cheow Tiong, Esq. 3,000.00
Mrs. Chea Chen Eok 3,000.00
The Market Street Cantonese Merchants’ Scholarship:

Chop Loh Kee Seng $550.00

Chop Choo Kong Lan 550.00

Chop Kwong Hang 550.00

Chop Loh Chee Seng 550.00

Chop Choo Kong Yuen 300.00

Chop Choo U Lan 200.00

Chop Choo Foo Lan 200.00

Po On Insurance Co. 100.00 3,000.00
Siam Rice Guild 1,500.00
Messrs Ong Ewe Hai & Co. 1,000.00
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Goh Siew Tin, Esq 1,000.00

Seah Liang Seah, Esq. 1,000.00
Lee Cheng Yan, Esq 1,000.00
Syed Mohamed Alsagoff 1,000.00
Lim Eow Hong, Esqg. 1,000.00
Foo Choo Choon, Esq. 1,000.00
Chung Thye Phin, Esq. 1,000.00
Choong Cheng Kean, Esq. 1,000.00
Goh Sin Koh, Esq. 500.00
Tay Cheng Kee, Esq. 500.00
Tan Koon Eng, Fsq. 500.00
Hoe Tiang Wan, Esq. 500.00
Lim Mah Chye, Esq. 500.00
Khoo Yew Yong, Esq. 500.00
Goh Boon Keng, Esq. 500.00
Tam Keng Hong, Esq. 300.00
Tan Kiong Saik, Esq 300.00
Koh Eng Hoon & Sens (Chop Soon Bee) 300.00
Chop Eng Ghee Seng 300.00
The Hon'ble W. J. Napier 200.00
Singapore Rontgent Rays Committee 177.08
Lim Tuah Tau, Esq. 100.00
Chop Teo Ban Keng 100.00
Song Kee Lian, Esq. 100.00
Song Kee Chuan, Esq. 100.00
Choa Giang Tye, Esgq. 100.00
Ng Boo Bee, Esq. paid for the stone tablets.

TOTAL $87,077.08

When the new College of Medicine Building was occupied in 1926, the Tan Teck Guan Building was given to the

Anatomy Department. It remained part of the Anatomy Department till May 1983 when the Department moved to the new
Faculty of Medicine Buildings at Kent Ridge.

The main College of Medicine building and the Tan Teck Guan Building have been renovated and are to be preserved

as historical buildings. The Tan Teck Guan Building since 1st July 1987 has housed the Inspectorate of the Ministry of
Health.
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